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Digest of Bill 

Purpose 
To require a referendum before the proposed Australia Card comes 
into effect. 

Background 
Refer to the Digests for the Australia Card Bill 1987 and the 
Australia Card Referendum Bill 1987. 

Main Provisions 
The preamble to the Bill contains its purpose, which Is to ensure 
that the Australia Card Act 1987 does not come into operation without 
its approval at a referendum. 

The interpretation provisions contain the question to be asked at the 
referendum, Le. ‘Are you in favour of the introduction of the proposed 
national identification system through the Australia card?’ (clause 3). 

The Govenor-General is not to proclaim that the Australia Card Act 
1987 has come into effect unless a majority of voters at the referendum 
are in favour of the proposal (clause 4). 

If a majority of the Members of Parliament who voted against the card 
present the Electoral Commissioner with an argument of 2000 words or less, 
against the proposal the Commissioner is to send a pamphlet of the 
argument to voters. Similar provisions apply in respect of the argument in 
favour of the card (clause 7). 

Form B, contained inthe Schedule to the Bill, contains the proposed 
ballot paper. 

For further information, if required, cantact the Law and Government 
Group. 
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This Digest does not have any official legal status. Other sources 
should be consulted to determine the subsequent official status of the 
Bill. 
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Except to the extent of the uses permitted under the Copyright Act 
1968, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, including information storage and retrieval system, 
without the prior written consent of the Department of the Parliamentary 
Library. Reproduction is permitted by Members of the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth in the course of their official duties. 
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